
A lot of things start in September such as the 
following: school, church programs, and 
football. Before these activities start, 
there is always the consideration of 
what the commitment level will be 
for these activities. 

There is a commitment to buy school 
supplies for students. People commit 
themselves to getting involved in church 
programs. Football players commit 
themselves to a rigid regiment of practice to 
prepare for games. 

Jesus calls us into a relationship with Him. Jesus 
warns us that as we enter this relationship, we need 
to be ready to fully commit. Jesus explains it this way 
to his disciples. 

Luke 14:26-33 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not 
hate his own father and mother and wife and children 
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he 
cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For 
which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit 
down and count the cost, whether he 
has enough to complete it? 29 
Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, 
all who see it begin to mock him, 30 
saying, 'This man began to build and 
was not able to finish.' 31 Or what 
king, going out to encounter another 
king in war, will not sit down first and 
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deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against 
him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, 
he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of 
you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. (ESV) 

One biblical scholar explains what Jesus said this way: 

Discipleship means a person’s readiness to place his or her claims above those of 
both family and self. Disciples must be prepared to deny themselves completely
—whether carry his cross means literally to be ready for martyrdom or 
metaphorically to ‘die’ to all personal desires. People should count the cost 
involved in saying ‘No’ to self before starting on a course which they may not be 
able to follow to the end.  

Are you ready to commit completely to Jesus? Are you willing to say “no” to yourself or 
to anyone else important to you, if Jesus calls you to do that? Jesus is calling you to a 
deep and great relationship with Him. Consider the cost. Jesus is expecting everything. 
Are you ready to give it?  

In Him and for His glory, 
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