
God’s Grace & God’s Discipline 
I was talking with a mom this week about raising children. 
We want to treat our children like God treats us. However, 
that’s not easy. I commented that God treats us with His 
grace and with His discipline. 

First, God treats us with His grace. Consider what is said in 
the book of Hebrews. 

Hebrews 4:15-16 15 For we do not have a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect 
has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
16 Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. (ESV) 

God knows our weaknesses, because when He was on 
earth, He experienced our weaknesses. Therefore, we can 
approach the throne of God with confidence that He 
knows our struggles. We as parents were children once, 
and we understand how tough it is being a child. We need 
to make sure our children know we don’t expect them to 
be like us. We want them to do the best they can. We know 
that it will mean they will make mistakes, but that’s okay. 
We made mistakes too. We need to treat our children with 
the grace God gives us. 

We also need to discipline our children as God disciplines 
us. Consider what it written in the book of Proverbs. 

Proverbs 3:11-12  
11 My son, do not despise the LORD's 
discipline  

or be weary of his reproof,  
12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves,  

as a father the son in whom he 
delights. 
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God loves us dearly, so He disciplines us for our good. We 
don’t like God’s discipline, but we are called to accept it. 
We need God’s correction for our life. God would love to 
not have to discipline us, but we disobey and must be 
corrected. In the same way, our children disobey. We love 
them, so we need to correct them. It is not something we 
wish to do; it is something we must do. You and I know 
our children don’t want to be disciplined, but they need 
to accept it. It is for their good. 

Our dilemma is to balance on the tightrope of grace and 
discipline. The good thing is we have a great God who 
treats us with grace and discipline. We need to take our 
cues from Him as to how to treat our children. We are 
called to give grace to children who are weak, like we are, 
and give discipline to those we love deeply. 

We are to raise our children as God has raised us. 

In Him and for His glory, 


