
Step One: Pray! 

Just before Jesus was going to choose the twelve apostles, the twelve men who He would pour 
His life into for three years, He prayed. Look at what is recorded in the gospel of Luke.

Luke 6:12-16 12 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night 
he continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and 
chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 
15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who 
was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who 
became a traitor. (ESV)

The twelve men who Jesus chose were going to be entrusted with the message of Jesus and 
would send that message throughout the world. However, before Jesus chose these men, He 
prayed.

One of the apostles, Judas Iscariot, committed suicide when he saw what happened to Jesus 
after he betrayed Him. 
Therefore, when those 
who first put their faith 
in Jesus were together 
in an upper room in 
Jerusalem, they saw the 
need to find someone 
to replace Judas. They 
prayed. The book of 
Acts records what 
happened.

Acts 1:23-26 23 
And they put 
forward two, 
Joseph called 
Barsabbas, who 
was also called 
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Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of 
all, show which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry 
and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." 26 And they 
cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 
apostles. (ESV)

Before Matthias was chosen as Judas’ replacement, there was much prayer. The early church leaders 
did not move on this decision until they prayed.

How important is prayer in your planning? I suggest prayer be step one in whatever plans you 
make…. be it which home you buy, what job you take, or even what you plan to do today. Every 
decision we make, no matter how insignificant we think it is, should be bathed in prayer.

The famous passage in Ephesians that speaks of putting on the armor of God ends with these 
words,

Ephesians 6:18 Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion. Stay alert and be 
persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere. (NLT)

Remember step one; Pray!

In Him and for His glory,


