
Wake Up!Wake Up!  

If you are a conservative American Christian, you have probably been told 
that many of our founding fathers were Christians. You may have also been 
told that America was founded as a Christian nation. Some people would 
disagree with these ideas, and I am one of them. 
 
I would say that our country was founded during a time of a strong godly 
influence on our country. I say this, because during the birth of our nation 
there was a religious movement going on called “The Great Awakening.” 
The website Great-Awaking.com defines it this way, 
 

The Great Awakening was a spiritual renewal that swept the 
American Colonies, particularly New England, during the first 
half of the 18th Century. Certain Christians began to 
disassociate themselves with the established approach to 
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worship at the time which had led to a general sense of complacency 
among believers, and instead they adopted an approach which was 
characterized by great fervor and emotion in prayer. 1  

 
Our new nation was affected by this work of God. There were preachers who were 
mightily led by God to bring His word to the thousands who came to hear them. 
Two of these preachers were George Whitfield and Jonathan Edwards. These 
were men who were compelled by God to speak out for Him. They changed 
thousands of hearts. The Great Awakening influenced every corner of our nation, 
from the poorest of the poor to the richest of the rich and from those who had 
little influence in the workings of government to the statesmen we call our 
founding fathers. 
 
Therefore, I believe it was not our Christian founding fathers who brought God 
into our national affairs. I also feel that it was not their intent for us to be a 
Christian nation. What I do believe is that God was given entry into the founding 
of our nation. He was given oversight because of the influence of the Great 
Awakening.  
 
Our nation, as it was beginning, acknowledged the existence and sovereignty of 
God. Consequently, our nation was founded in the greatest of reverence for Him. 
 
Today many of our leaders don’t seem to have the same acknowledgement of God. 
My suggestion this Fourth of July season is that we pray for God to be made 
known in the hearts of the United States of America. Let us pray that people 
wake up again and come to know God and allow Him to have sovereignty in their 
lives. 
 
In Him and for His glory, 

 1 Basic Concepts of the First Great Awaking, from www.great-awaking.com, 

at http://www.great-awakening.com/basic-concepts-of-the-first-great-awakening/, 

accessed on 6/21/18.  


