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Many of you may know that the Pilgrims had it tough. Here is how one source explains how hard 
it was. 
 

The Pilgrims arrived in the New World during the winter, making it very difficult for 
them to find food and build shelter. Already weakened by their two-month voyage, 
most of the passengers failed to survive the first few months in their new home.1 

 
Did you know that even though it was tough going, the Pilgrims were willing to invite people they 
did not know to their first celebration of what we now call the first Thanksgiving dinner? Here is 
one person’s account of how the Wampanoag tribe were invited to the first Thanksgiving. 
 

In September/October 1621, the Pilgrims had just harvested their first crops, and 
they had a good yield. They “sent four men on fowling,” which comes from the one 
paragraph account by Pilgrim Edward Winslow, one of only two historical sources of 
this famous harvest feast. Winslow also stated, “we exercised our arms.” “Most 
historians believe what happened was Massasoit [chief of the Wampanoag tribe] got 
word that there was a tremendous amount of gun fire coming from the Pilgrim 
village,” Turner said. “So he thought they were being attacked and he was going to 
bear aid.” 
 
When the Wampanoag showed up, they were invited to join the Pilgrims in their 
feast, but there was not enough food to feed the chief and his 90 warriors. “He 
[Massasoit] sends his men out, and they bring back five deer, which they present to 
the chief of the English town 
[William Bradford]. So, there 
is this whole ceremonial gift-
giving, as well. When you give 
it as a gift, it is more than just 
food,” said Kathleen Wall, a 
Colonial Foodways Culinarian 
at Plimoth Plantation.2  
 

It turned out to be a big success, and 
the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag 
tribe became good friends. I am sure 
it was hard for the Pilgrims and the 
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Wampanoag’s to trust strangers. It was probably harder for the Pilgrims to share when they had it so 
hard.  
 
When I read this account of the first Thanksgiving, I am reminded of what is written in the book of 
Hebrews. 
 

1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. (Hebrews 13:1-2 ESV) 

 
This Thanksgiving let me encourage you to invite someone to your table who you may not know very 
well. Who knows, maybe you’ll be entertaining an angel? 
 
In Him and for His glory, 

 

 

 

1The First Thanksgiving, at scholastic.com, at http://www.scholastic.com/scholastic_thanksgiving/
daily_life/, accessed 10/17/17 

 
2Michelle Tirado, The Wampanoag Side of the First Thanksgiving Story, Indian Country Today, Novem-

ber 23, 2011, at https://indiancountrymedianetwork.com/news/the-wampanoag-side-of-the-first-thanksgiving-
story/, accessed 10/17/17. 


