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You may have heard we are a Christian nation. I don’t know if I agree. To be so would make us 
a theocracy. Meriam-Webster defines theocracy as a “government of a state by immediate 
divine guidance or by officials who are regarded as divinely guided.” 1 The only theocracy I am 
most familiar with would be the nation of Israel when they were being formed. They have 
moved from that form of government. 

Even though our government is not a theocracy it was founded by men and women who had a 
strong faith in God. It would be appropriate to say that our government was founded on 
Christian principles. Look at these words of our founding fathers. I found them in an article by 
Mary Fairchild.2 
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George Washington - 1st US President 

While we are zealously performing the duties of good citizens 
and soldiers, we certainly ought not to be inattentive to the 
higher duties of religion. To the distinguished character of 
Patriot, it should be our highest glory to add the more 
distinguished character of Christian. --The Writings of 
Washington, pp. 342-343. 

John Adams - 2nd US President and Signer of the Declaration of 
Independence 

The general principles, on which the Fathers achieved 
independence, were the only Principles in which that beautiful 
Assembly of young Gentlemen could Unite, and these 
Principles only could be intended by them in their address, or 
by me in my answer. And what were these general Principles? I 
answer, the general Principles of Christianity, in which all these 
Sects were United: And the general Principles of English and 
American Liberty, in which all those young Men United, and 
which had United all Parties in America, in Majorities sufficient 
to assert and maintain her Independence. 

Now I will avow, that I then believe, and now believe, that those 
general Principles of Christianity, are as eternal and immutable, 
as the Existence and Attributes of God; and that those 
Principles of Liberty, are as unalterable as human Nature and 
our terrestrial, mundane System. --Adams wrote this on June 
28, 1813, excerpt from a letter to Thomas Jefferson. 



Thomas Jefferson - 3rd US President, Drafter and Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence 

I am a real Christian – that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of 
Jesus Christ. --The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, p. 385. 

John Hancock - 1st Signer of the Declaration of Independence 

Resistance to tyranny becomes the Christian and social duty of 
each individual. ... Continue steadfast and, with a proper sense 
of your dependence on God, nobly defend those rights which 
heaven gave, and no man ought to take from us. --History of the 
United States of America, Vol. II, p. 229. 

William Penn - Founder of Pennsylvania 

I do declare to the whole world that we believe the Scriptures to 
contain a declaration of the mind and will of God in and to 
those ages in which they were written; being given forth by the 
Holy Ghost moving in the hearts of holy men of God; that they 
ought also to be read, believed, and fulfilled in our day; being 
used for reproof and instruction, that the man of God may be 
perfect. They are a declaration and testimony of heavenly 
things themselves, and, as such, we carry a high respect for 
them. We accept them as the words of God Himself. --Treatise 
of the Religion of the Quakers, p. 355. 

Benjamin Franklin - Signer of the Declaration of Independence and 
Unites States Constitution 

Here is my Creed. I believe in one God, the Creator of the 
Universe. That He governs it by His Providence. That He ought 
to be worshipped. --Benjamin Franklin wrote this in a letter to 
Ezra Stiles, President of Yale University on March 9, 1790. 



These are just a few of the comments in this article. As you can see, our forefathers created a new 
nation with the hope that the principles of God would be the overriding principles for us to follow as 
we live as American citizens.  
 
Many in our nation have moved from biblical principles. Many have moved from following God. 
Leaders in our government have passed laws that are opposed to biblical principles. 
 
What can we do to turn our country back to the principles of God? The answer is in a very familiar 
passage. Here is the setting for that passage. 
 
King Solomon had built the temple of God that his father King David wanted to build. There was a 
huge dedication service. During the service, God’s presence came down on the temple, and it was 
such an incredible presence that people had to leave the temple. After that God spoke to Solomon. 
Part of what God said was instructions to Solomon if Israel turned from God. Those instructions fit 
for our nation today. Here is what was recorded the book of 2 Chronicles. 
 

2 Chronicles 7:14 …if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray 
and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.  ESV 

 
During the month that we celebrate the founding of our nation, let us pray our nation returns to our 
founding principles. 
 
 
In Him and for His glory, 

 

 
 1 From http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/theocracy, accessed 6/17/14. 
 2 Mary Fairchild, “Christian Quotes of the Founding Fathers Founding Fathers - Quotes on 
Christianity, Faith, Jesus and the Bible,” from http://christianity.about.com/od/independenceday/a/
foundingfathers.htm, accessed 6/17/14. 


