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Memorial Day will be the last Monday of this month. It is a day 
set aside to remember those who have died in military service 
for our country. Author and clergyman Henry Ward Beecher 
refers to the dead Union soldiers who fought in the Civil War 
when he said, 
 
They hover as a cloud of witnesses above this Nation.  
 
When we consider the men and women who we owe so much 
for the lives they gave for our country, it spurs us on to be 
good citizens of these United States. We are inspired to live 
lives worthy of a country worthy to die for. 
 
I am sure when Reverend Beecher said these words he was 
thinking of another cloud of witnesses, men and women of 
faith, many whom suffered and died for what they believed. 
They are referred to by the author of the book of Hebrews 
when he wrote, 
 

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 
(Hebrews 12:1-2 ESV) 

 
These men and women are standing before us as a crowd 
who are cheering us on to live out our faith. They go before us 



as examples of how to live as believers with faith in God. They, like us, look to Jesus for endurance. 
What Jesus did on the cross for us shows us that our faith is special and God’s grace is not cheap. 
The life before us here on earth is not an easy one, but we are to endure because of the joy that is 
ours through the battle that was won by Jesus. 
 
This Memorial Day, remember those who gave their lives for our country. Every day remember our 
Lord Jesus Christ who gave His love for our salvation. 
 
In Him and for His glory, 
 

 
 
 
 


