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Thanksgiving is just around the corner. A song I often hear during this time is Simple 
Gifts, written by Elder Joseph Brackett Jr. (1797-1882), a Shaker by denomination. He 
wrote the song as a song to dance to during a Shaker service. It was to remind those 
who sang and danced to the song one of the main tenants of the Shaker faith, 
simplicity.1 Here are the lyrics to the song. 
 
 'Tis the gift to be simple, 
 'Tis the gift to be free, 
 'Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
 And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
 'Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
 When true simplicity is gain'd, 
 To bow and to bend we shan't be asham'd, 
 To turn, turn will be our delight, 
 Till by turning, turning we come round right.2  
 
I love the melody of this song. As I write this “musing” to you today, I am listening to a 
version of the song performed by Yo-Yo Ma & Alison Krauss from an album called 
Classic Yo-Yo. It is probably one of the most beautiful renditions of this song I have 
heard. 
 
Whenever I hear this song, I am reminded of a Thanksgiving morning when Mindy, 
Ryan and I were in a hotel room, because there was a fire in the adjoining townhouse to 
ours. Our little townhouse needed to be cleaned out and repainted from the smoke 
damage. It was very early in the morning. Ryan was asleep in a portable play pen; he 

was probably two years old. 
Mindy was asleep in bed, and I 
was sitting in the only place 
where I could when everyone else 
was asleep, the bathroom. I put 
on headphones to listen to the 
local public radio station, and they 
were playing that song. 
 
We didn’t lose anything in the fire, 
but that morning of Thanksgiving I 
was thinking of how blessed I was 

 

1 From http://www.shmoop.com/simple-gifts/meaning.html, accessed 10/23/13. 
2 From http://makingmusicfun.net/htm/f_mmf_music_library_songbook/simple-gifts-history-
and-lyrics.htm, accessed 10/23/13. 



even if we had lost everything. I had a wonderful wife who knew the Lord and was a huge support to 
me as I was going through seminary. I was the father of little boy who brought joy to me and my 
wife. That morning in itself was a blessing, because God showed me how much He loved me. 
 
This Thanksgiving take time out and thank God for what He has given you. Thank Him for your 
salvation; thank Him for your family; thank Him for the simple things of life. 
 
Consider the Apostle Paul as wrote the book of First Timothy: 
 
 Now godliness combined with contentment brings great profit. (1 Timothy 6:6 New English 
 Translation) 
 
 
In Him and for His Glory, 

 
 
 
 

 


